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AICE General Paper—SUMMER READING 
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof by Tennessee Williams 

 
THE JOURNALS: 
Read through the entire assignment so that you understand each part of the assignment before you begin. 

1. Complete journals as you read.  Since the assignment requires a close reading of the text, the 
information you must collect cannot be found in movies, plot summaries, or SparkNotes/Shmoop/Cliff 
Notes etc. USE OF THESE IS NOT ALLOWED. 

2. THERE IS NO NEED TO COMPLETE THE JOURNALS IN ORDER. As you read, analyze, and annotate the text 
you will find things as they are illustrated to you by the author.  

3. Journals must be typed. 12-point font is most appropriate.  
4. Make sure you title each journal.  However, journals do not need to be on separate pages. 
5. Cite page numbers for the text in each journal. 
6. Journals must cover the entire span of the play. 
7. For journals with word counts, the text that you cite should NOT comprise the majority of the journal.  

Your response to the text is what we want to see.  
8. DUE DATE: The assignment will be due the second week of school. You must provide a hard copy of the 

assignment, along with submission through turnitin.com. 
 

Prepare your journals as follows: 
 

Journal #1: BIBLIOGRAPHIC ENTRY & AUTHOR STUDY.  Write a bibliographic entry for the work and the site 
you used to research the author. Use Modern Language Association (MLA) style. If you are unfamiliar with 
MLA style, there are many online guides to help you.  One can be found here: 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/. –There should be 2 Bibliographic entries.  
In addition, research Tennessee Williams and explore his life, the time period he lived and wrote the play. 
You should write about 5 things that are significant about his life, his writing, the societal time period, 
awards, and anything else you find interesting and important about the author that will help you to better 
understand the work. 

 
Journal #2: VISUAL SYMBOL.  Find a visual symbol important to the work. Explain the symbol and tell why 
you think the author chose to use that symbol and explain its significance to the overall work. Be sure to cite 
at least two instances in the text where this symbol appears. (100-120 words) 

 
Journal #3: SETTING.  Identify at least 5 phrases or descriptions that identify the setting of the novel. They 
may describe time, place, region, or atmosphere.  Use bulleted phrases and cite the page number.  Then, 
explain how the text you have cited creates the setting(s) you have identified.  (100-120 words) 

 
Journals #4, #5, and #6 (3 journals): STRIKING IMAGES, IDEAS, EVENTS, OBJECTS, PHRASES, WORDS.  From 
the work, choose three items that seem significant or striking – for example, an image, an event, an idea, an 
object or thing, a phrase, a word.  For each, state the context of the item (what it refers to) and why you 
think it is significant.  (Example: The Prologue in Romeo & Juliet–The chorus enters and recites a sonnet 
which describes the two households and establishes the conflict at the start of the play. Shakespeare tells 
the audience exactly what will take place. In addition, the prologue establishes the fate of these “star-
crossed” lovers while also illustrating one of the major themes in the play.)  You must do three (3) journals, 
each of which must be 100-120 words.  Each journal must address a separate image, idea, event, object, 
phrase, word. 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/
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Journal #7: FIGURES OF SPEECH.  Find three examples of figures of speech in the book (metaphor, simile, 
personification, onomatopoeia, oxymoron, irony, hyperbole, symbol, allusion) (a) Record the example and 
cite the page number, (b) identify the technique, (c) explain its meaning in context of the play.  The 
explanations should each be a minimum of 30 words, for a total of 90 words minimum. 

 
Journal #8: STRUCTURE.  Explain how the work is put together (the architecture of the work) and what effect 
this structure has on the work as a whole. Be sure to consider the elements of a play. (100-120 words) 
 
Journal #9: THOUGHTS. Finally, what were your thoughts on the play? What did you enjoy most? What 
specific things did you learn from the reading and this literary assignment that you will find beneficial as you 
move into your second year of AICE English? 
 
HAPPY READING!!! 
 
 

 
 


